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Greetings from the East 
  

Hello Brothers of 

Montgomery 

Lodge, 

 

I would like to thank 

WB’s Andrew 

Rappath, Mark Dryer 

and Chris Emquist 

for a wonderful picnic this past Thursday. 

I believe everyone had a great time!  

I would also like to thank MW Grand 

Master Rolf Widstrand, our very own 

Grand Junior Deacon Shawn Carrick and 

our Distric Rep. William Solberg for 

joining us.  

I had the great pleasure of handing out 

service awards. I am sure those will be 

listed somewhere in this newsletter. This 

included a seventy year pin to WB George 

Carlson. Wow, seventy years! That is 

amazing! Congratulations to all that 

received their awards! 

I would like to apologize to my wife 

Sandy. I neglected to introduce her. I felt 

horrible when I realized my error. Thank 

you to all the ladies and brothers that 

brought a dish to share. The food was 

fantastic. 

I would like to congratulate WB Chris 

Elmquist on receiving the Hiram Award! 

This is the highest honor a Lodge can 

bestow on a brother. Chris has worked 

tirelessly for Montgomery Lodge. Please 

be sure to congratulate him when you 

see him.  

We will be meeting again on the first and 

third Thursdays in September. WB 

Andrew is serving us as Senior Steward 

this year. That means to food will be 

fantastic. We plan to keep dinner fairly 

simple on the first Thursday of the 

month. The third Thursday’s dinner will 
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be something special and will require an 

RSVP to eat. We want to make sure we 

have a good head count for this dinner. 

To RSVP just call or email our Secretary 

Chris Elmquist to let him know you plan 

to attend.  

I look forward to a year of learning and 

great fellowship. I also look forward to 

seeing you at Lodge Brothers. We need 

you. 

WB Mike Nehm 

Master  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the West 

   Brethren, 

It is my privilege to 

have been elected as 

your Senior Warden for 

the 2021/2022 year.  In 

considering how to 

address the Lodge in 

this, my first 

communication, I did 

what any Mason would 

do, I sought wise counsel.  I have to say, the 

counsel I received is not what I expected.  So, I'll 

take a moment to introduce myself and set the 

stage for what I hope will become an improved 

message as the year goes by.  

 

I was raised a Master Mason in 2009 in Dakota 

Lodge #7 in Hastings.   I was afforded the honor of 

serving as Master of Dakota Lodge in 2013.  I've 

certainly had the privilege of joining other 

appendant bodies over the years but as we are 

often reminded, there is no higher honor in 

Masonry than that of being raised a Master 

Mason.  For this reason, I won't bore you with a 

Masonic history. 

 

Though I have been a member of Montgomery 

Lodge for a brief period of time, I have come to 

appreciate the fellowship and camaraderie that 

exists among us. I am comfortable saying, "us" 

because that is how each of you has made me feel, 
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"one of us".  I feel it is important to remind 

ourselves from time to time that the purpose and 

benefit of FreeMasonry is to make good men 

better.  This phrase is quoted often but as simple 

as it sounds, it is a significant undertaking.  It 

insinuates that we accept the responsibility of 

improving ourselves and simultaneously holding 

each other to a higher standard while also lifting 

each other up.  Each of you offers himself in this 

manner to each of the rest of us and you do so 

freely with consideration and caring.  For this, I 

thank you. 

 

I look forward to what the future holds for 

Montgomery Lodge and in keeping with being 

responsive to "wise counsel", I would take this 

opportunity to offer a word of appreciation to our 

Worshipful Master, who is responsible for offering 

me this, and so many other opportunities.  

 

Be well my Brothers, enjoy your summer, until we 

meet again....... 

 

Fraternally, 

                                                                          

W. Bro Wiley Davis, Sr Warden 

******* 

 

 

Greetings from the South 
Hello Brothers, 

I would like to thank 

the brothers for a 

great picnic. I would 

like to see the 

sidelines filled for 

this up coming 

year. 

We have a great 

brother in the East, 

Let’s give him support. 

 

WB Kurt Dornfeld,  

Junior Warden 
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Montgomery Lodge #258 meets at the  

St. Paul Masonic Center. Stated @ 7pm  

Meeting times: 1st and 3rd Thursdays 

Dinner @ 6, **RSVP requested for dinner** 
 
 

2021-2022 Lodge Officers 
 

Master Mike Nehm 

smnehm@comcst.net (651) 269-2826 
 

Senior Warden Wiley Davis – PM 

wilo.davis@gmail.com (763) 350-2335 
 

Junior Warden Kurt Dornfeld - PM 

Dirtykurty2@gmail.com (651) 774-4049 
 

Senior Deacon Lawrence Grufman - PM 

Gh20@qwest.net (612) 868-3949 

 

Junior Deacon Christopher Zack - PM 

Czack76@gmail.com (651) 329-2342 
 

 Senior Steward Andrew Rappath _ PM 

arappath@hotmail.com (651) 485-3070 
 

 Junior Steward 
 

Secretary Chris Elmquist – PM 

specialist357@comcast.net (612) 275-5707 
 

Treasurer David Hansen – PM 

davehansen@mac.com (651) 357-0912 
 

Tyler Bob Wicke – PM 

bobwicke@comcast.net (651) 276-2865 
 

LEO David Seitz – PM 

djseitz@comcast.net (651) 468-5494 
 

Chaplain Daniel Skoog - PM 

dcskoog@gmail.com (651) 762-7035 
 

Marshall Thomas Keeley – PM 

tskeeley@gmail.com  (651) 829-9258 
 

Update your address, Email and Phone number 

with the lodge by contacting us at 

secretary@montgomerylodge.com 

 

mailto:Czack76@gmail.com
mailto:specialist357@comcast.net
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From the Desk of the 
Secretary 

Brothers, 

Hope everyone is having a 
great summer. 

 The Montgomery Lodge 
Picnic was a Blast. See you in September. 

Be Safe. 

Fraternally, 

W. Bro. Chris Elmquist, Secretary 

 

 

 

  

July Birthdays. 

Brad Batdorf  Bob Wicke 

Harold King  Earl Youngberg 

Landon Larivee 

Ryan Rice 

Daniel Skoog 

Oree Stevenson 

Joseph Van Hale 

 

Alas My Brother 
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From time to time almost every individual has 

noticed someone that they may describe as very 

cunning or that someone is a leader because of 

their wisdom. Many times the two terms, Cunning 

and Wisdom, have been used interchangeably. The 

sixth degree shows us the two perspectives of 

cunning and wisdom but to understand some of the 

teachings of this degree, it is very important to 

understand the different between two these two 

terms.   

Merriam-Webster dictionary (www.merriam-

webster.com) defines cunning as  

➢ ADJECTIVE 

o having or showing skill 

in achieving one's 

ends by deceit or 

evasion:  

➢ NOUN 

o skill in achieving one's 

ends by deceit:  

And Wisdom as 

➢ accumulated philosophical 

or scientific learning 

:  knowledge 

➢ ability to discern inner 

qualities and relationships 

:  insight 

➢ good sense :  judgment 

Interested in an  

Antique trunk 

Has finished or will refurbish yours.  Great 

for special gifts, decorative storage, fine 

furniture, end tables, etc.  For more 

pictures and/or pricing contact Bruce 

Scott, PM Dakota Lodge #7 at 

Scottsbjre@aol.com or call 651-438-

3065. 
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➢ a wise attitude, belief, or 

course of action 

➢ the teachings of the 

ancient wise men 

I also believe that Francis Bacon (from: 

The Essays or Counsels, Civil and Moral by 

Francis Bacon, Written or Published around June 

30, 1597) easily sums up cunning and 

wisdom: 

“We take cunning for a 

sinister or crooked 

wisdom; and certainly 

there is a great 

difference between a 

cunning man and a 

wise man, not only in 

point of honesty, but in 

point of ability.” 

During the sixth degree the belief of King Hiram is 

that King Solomon used cunning to obtain his 

needs without having lived up to the spirit of the 

contract to provide 20 cities. This rush to 

judgement by King Hiram caused further issues 

when he angrily went past guards into King 

Solomon’s chambers causing Joabert to station 

himself to defend his King if needed. The 

investigation and explanation provided by King 

Solomon showed him to be a truly wise King and 

an individual that everyone should strive to imitate 

in their words, deeds and actions.  

As you examine the idea of being, “cunning” you 

may also find it associated with the concept or 

ideology of being manipulative. Merriam-Webster 

dictionary (www.merriam-webster.com) defines 

manipulative as influencing or attempting to 

influence the behavior or emotions of others for 

one’s own purposes. I do not like the comparison 

but the strong tie between these two words is 

undeniably there, and I feel that all manipulative 

individuals are cunning but not all individuals who 

are cunning are manipulative as they are not 

always looking out for their own purposes, but 

rather they are normally looking out for the good 

of society.  

To say that being cunning is strictly a negative 

aspect in our interactions with others misses out 

on the need to present the same idea to multiple 

individuals in different ways so as to gain their 

support. Many times in my life I have heard the 

terms cunning and wisdom being used and had 

thought that they were synonyms for each other. I 

http://classic-literature.co.uk/the-essays-or-counsels-civil-and-moral-by-francis-bacon/
http://classic-literature.co.uk/the-essays-or-counsels-civil-and-moral-by-francis-bacon/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
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have since come to the realization that they are 

parts of the human interactions that some will 

come to understand and use, while others will 

never truly grasp even the concept of either. I 

believe that this diagram is a simplistic 

representation that best describes these concepts 

within society. Within Society we have those that 

have Wisdom, those that have Cunning (including 

those that are manipulative), those that have both 

Wisdom and Cunning and those without both. 

The area of overlap of cunning and wisdom is an 

area that I believe is from where some great 

leaders come from. It is because of the ability to 

understand human nature and how to use these 

concepts to win over individuals that allow an 

individual to truly succeed. Those that use cunning 

alone are seen negatively as con artists or 

confidence men while those that use wisdom their 

desire of trying to get everyone to agree to the 

most proper course of action to follow is their 

goal, they will need to use some level of cunning in 

how they present the information. From this idea 

comes the phrase you may have heard, “that 

person was very cunning in how they presented 

that idea.” 

Returning to the 6th degree, King Solomon is an 

example of a great leader who used both cunning 

and wisdom. It was by wisdom that his designs 

would allow the different countries to flourish but 

he used his cunning to present his ideas to other 

leaders for the good of all. 

Being a cunning individual should not be seen 

solely as a negative, even though the definition 

indicates it is being deceitful. There are times in 

alone are known for their intellect and 

guidance but may not truly accomplish all their 

goals that require participation from others. 

There are times that I do believe that 

individuals must use cunning to be able to 

accomplish great and good works. Some will 

think that this is a completely false statement 

but when an individual examines their life they 

will see that at times they probably had to use 

cunning to win over individuals that may have 

had unrealistic objections or who lacked 

wisdom to see a proper course of action. I 

would point out to any group that they will 

attempt to use wisdom alone but if  
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everyone’s life when wisdom will dictate 

that you use of skills of being cunning for the 

good of your family life.  

To prove this point I have a very simple 

question that has been asked again and 

again in society. 

I give you the question posed by our spouses 

and significant others…”does this outfit 

make me look fat?” This question is a 

challenge to everyone who has been asked it 

– how many individuals will say that it does 

make them look fat? We know that we are 

being asked a serious question with a desire 

for a truthful answer, but anyone that has 

been in a relationship knows that the answer 

can set the tone for the relationship for the 

next few days / weeks / months around the 

home.  

 

We use our wisdom to know that the truth 

might not be what is actually being asked for 

and we use cunning to provide an answer 

such as “you look beautiful”, which will be a 

truthful statement, just not a direct on point 

answer to the question that was asked. 

Provided By WB Shawn Carrick. 

 

 

 

Lodge Events 

August 15th 2021 
 
Mesaba Lodge #255 
And the Iron Range Masonic Club 
Invite you to  
MWB Rolf Widstrand’s Grandmasters Picnic. 
West Two Rivers Campground 
4988 Campground Rd, Mt. Iron, MN 55768 
12pm Social,  4pm Food served. 

Live Music and Games 
 

 
September 25th 2021 
 

Montgomery’s   Annual Booyah 
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GRANDVIEW LODGE 

MANAGEMENT PORTAL 

IS NOW AVAILABLE 

Brothers, 

Grand Lodge and all lodges are now using a 

new lodge management portal. As a member of 

Montgomery lodge you can log into your info. 

Update and manage info. 

Please go to 

https://mn.grandview.systems/membership_re

gistration 

Lodge Number is 258 

Your member ID is on your dues card and 

located in the top left hand corner. The 5 digit 

number. If your dues card does not have a 

number on it, contact me. 

And your last name. 

Then you will be asked to put in a password. 

Now you can log in anytime you want. Check it 

out.. 

Christopher J Elmquist, Secretary  

***** 

What a great system to keep the Lodge up to 

date on methods of contacting you and 

ensuring that you keep getting information to 

you.  

***** 

  

Ingredients 

• 1/2 cup sugar 
• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
• 2 sheets refrigerated pie crust 
• 3 tablespoons butter, melted, 

divided 
• 2 medium tart apples 
• Caramel sauce, optional 

square into eight 1-in. strips. Directions 

• Preheat oven to 425°. In a small bowl, mix sugar 
and cinnamon; reserve 1 tablespoon. On a lightly 
floured surface, unroll pie crusts; roll and trim 
each to an 8-in. square. Brush with 2 tablespoons 
butter; sprinkle with remaining sugar mixture. Cut 
each 

• Cut each apple into 8 wedges; wrap 1 strip of 
pastry around each wedge, placing sugared side 
of pastry against the apple. 

• Place on a parchment-lined baking sheet. Brush 
tops with remaining butter; sprinkle with reserved 
sugar mixture. Bake 13-15 minutes or until pastry 
is golden brown. Serve warm, with caramel sauce 
if desired. 

https://amzn.to/2LlenxW
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Longevity Awards 

Given at our annual Picnic. 

 

70 Years 

WB George Carlson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

65 Years 

Ronald R Erickson 

  

 

60 Years 

John F. Elliott 

Earl A Youngberg 

Dennis C Rankin 
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Terry C Brindley 

55 Years 

Gordon E Anderson 

Ronald J Anderson 

Gordon R. Nielson 

 

WB Daniel Skoog 

 

50 Years 

Kirk H Lindgren 
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Ronald C. Dexter 

 

45 years 

Richard W Hinze 

Jerome M. Anderson 

WB. John E. Maxwell jr. 

WB. David J. Seitz Jr. 

Jerry A McCormack 

Jeffrey C. Stanley 

Richard E. Lancette 

35 years 

Frank Bild Jr. 

30 years 

Stanley L. Derickson 

WB Kurt Dornfeld 

25 years 

Paul M. Hoffman 

WB Robert Wicke 

20 years 

Richard Arends 

WB David T. Hansen 

WB Gregory J. Deegan 

Randall R. Crosby 

Charles Dailey 

David E. Tabor 

 



  

14 
 

15 years 

WB Kendall Crosby 

WB Eric Bishop 

Brian L. Etchieson 

WB Thomas Keeley 

10 years 

WB Wiley D. Davis 

David Raabe 

WB Chris Elmquist 

WB Chris Zack 

5 years 

John Martino 

Kurt T. Nash 

James R. Malsom 

Kyle R. Gerlach 

WB Andrew Rappath 

Brett Lincolm 

 

Hiram Award 

 

 

Congratulations to 

WB Christopher Elmquist 
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Masonry is Alive, Montgomery 

Lodge has a Strong Pulse and 

Interested Men are Within a 

Cable’s Length  

That’s the message I should have asked WM 

Mike if I could’ve given at the awards 

ceremony and picnic on Thursday night if I had 

the presence of mind. I didn’t think of it until 

my drive home. 

 Sharing a message to find growth 

opportunities wasn’t as high a priority for me 

as it should be. I was focused on seeing the 

brothers I enjoy and indulging in great food, 

generously shared by all. Being overly 

distracted by the joys of brotherhood isn’t a 

crime. If it were, I’d be guilty as charged. 

Perhaps neglecting the duty to share 

brotherhood more liberally with men who 

could become future brothers is a crime; with 

a punishment I shudder to think about. I 

enjoyed watching WM Mike and MWGM Rolf 

giving out awards for longevity and 

commitment to the craft, to brothers who’ve 

had the fortune to share wonderful memories 

together.  

While watching I realized the proportion of 

Five Year Awards to Twenty-Five Year Awards 

and beyond was too low to maintain as much 

vigor in our distant future years as we’ve had 

in our past. Brothers receiving Five Year 

Awards was five . Two of whom attended the 

event while the other three will get theirs in 

the mail. Proportionally, many more Awards 

were given to members with over 25 years. 

We need to change the way we think about 

Montgomery membership and our duties to 

keep it vibrant. WM Mike Nehm, for the first 

time since I have been Treasurer, put in his 

budget $601 for a line item called 

“Membership”. We’ve also created a 

Membership Committee. These are first steps 

to recognizing that our annual financial game 

plan must have a portion dedicated to our 

future and we need a more organized strategy 

to facilitate engaging men who would be a 

good fit for us. 

 Every one of us is a stakeholder in growth. 

Masons may not proselytize but we are all in 

many circles outside of the lodge where we 

can remove barriers and build bridges. We see 

men who could benefit from membership 

every day but we may not have taught 

ourselves to have the presence of mind to 

recognize them. 

More to follow... 

WB David Hansen  
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Have you thought about becoming a Freemason? 

Learn more at: 

Beafreemason.org 

Ready to take the next step? Have additional questions? 

Email: office@grandlodgemn.org 


